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Three from Paterson

join ranks of elite

By DANIELLE SHAPIRD
Herald News

PATERSON — After 14 years as the School
12 librarian, Patricia Gordon decided to go
back for some schooling herself.

*1 wanted to make sure 1 hadn't been slip-
ping," she said. She considered a doctorate
but didn't want to make the long drive to

utgers University. Instead, Gordon shelled
out $2,565 (some of which the state and fed-
eral gmremmmmm reimburse} and count-
less hours to the

National Board for Profes-

sional Tea Standards to become a na-

er, considered

one of the profession’s highesz achieve-
menis.

The result? “You just think differently
about what you do,” Gordon said. “The ‘so
what' becomes a part of life, 'Is this lesson
worth the time it takes? Does it meet some-
thing the students need to learm?™

By achieving the national certification
this November — a vo [OCESS
that E:I:Stes one to three yema}utgt:?mlzllﬂte -
Gorden joined two Paterson teachers who
have also attained national board certifica-
tion: Bumnie Bristow, a technology teacher
T P e gt e Ea B 1 Sk

e arls er at
12. The national board is an independent,
nonprofit, nongovernmental organization
created in 1987. As of December, almost
64,000 teachers nationwide have attained
the certification in one of 24 curriculum ar-

eas,

With their credentials, one for which the
Paterson school district offers no financial
incentive such as a salary increase, the
teachers have proved their dedication to the
E&Ifmm and to becoming experts in the

T{:dl K%mhlah Chain,ﬂ?é LUitel {gfr?hnmmnelf
-tell}, is definitely the cream e teach-
E%l;rrup. “She’s the greatest”" Khalilah said

“If you need help, she makes sure she'l
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stay with you until you pet it.”

Please see TEACHERS, B&

The nearby Passaic school dis-
trict has just one nationally certi-
fied teacher, the other m Pas-
saic County, according to the na-
tional board's Web site.

Fewer than 150 teachers across
the state have attained the nation-
al credential. Nichelle Gordon-
Scott, supervisor of staff dwelog—
ment for Paterson, said 11 teach-
ers are working toward the certifi-
cation.

District officials encourage
teachers to pursue the rigorous
certification. Teachers must create
videotape portiolios of themselves
teaching, document their work
with parents and the community,
and pass six exams. To help, the
school district provides once-
manthly mentoring sessions for
certification candidates, facilitated
by Bristow.

Rosetta Wilson, coordinating
director for the Paterson district’s
Department of Curriculum and [n-
struction, said the certification
process focuses on three essential
questions; Why am I teaching the
way I'm teaching? Why am I
teaching what I'm teaching? And
am I teaching effectively to reach
all of my students?

“It's the right stuff,” she said ina
telephone interview. “What the
national board does is it encour-
ages teachers to reflect upon their
own practice and it encourages
collaboration with colleagues. For
me, it takes tea:hmg and leamning
upa

Uttel said since completing the
certification she is serving her spe-
cial education and less advanced
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students better, and using more
hands-on activities and projects.
She's also been asking more ques-
tions that pet students to think crit-
ically.

Uttel also received her certifica-
tion in November and though it
was a time-consuming process,
Shiﬁ:j}}; was well wmf? it.

surprise for me was
how much 1 had to look at my-
self” she said.

1 never looked that deep inside
myself as a teacher.”

ELIZABETH LARA/Herald Mews

Dawn Uttel, center, who s a nationally board certified teacher,
checks over the work of Elizabeth Morales, right, with student
Shikyra Adams. Uttel teaches fourth-grade language arts at
School 12 in Paterson.
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