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Headline: Corzineg mulls overhaul of high school education

GANKETT STATE BUREAY

TEENTON -- Wilh school bells sec to peal, New Jereey wants to re-make high scnocols so
studentcs hound for caresve tuning cars and kracking owvernight deliveries will pogsssa boe
gams math and reading skills as scholars off to collseges campuses.

But New Jersey iz shving away Lrom dramebic change sech as shortening school breaks,
marked by the long sumnes oLl

Truncaled sumners are an ides thar ig accepbed in a mumbar of overseas capitols but one
Lhat in Wew Jersey wontd be snre fto enrase the teachers’ union, the New Jersey
BPducarion Association, or MNJIEL, Teachers here, like students, g2t summers ol

Saving Jersey students will be chasing atter jobs in o global markec, Gov, Jon 8. Corzine
gaid, "The competition is nokb your next-docr neighbor. It is across the globe.

"Tt's nob & makber: of 1 you have a high school degree or a college degree. You have to
have Lhose technical skille,! gaid Corzine, hammesing home the notion thac a student in
eratwhile vo-tech courses should now maks tha same math, English, reading and sclence
coursed as classmaces z2iming for college and oraduate achiool.

He =aid chey need this to land Jobs of the Lulbure, oven Lhose not specifically minted for
fancy degrees, such as a repairman, a parkts manager, an assembler, o aven a trucker.

The unveiled New Jersey High dchosl Redeaign Steering Comnittes consists primarily of
educator unions, the MJEA included, and asscciations, jolned by bthe State Chamber of

Commaraa.

Arthur Ryan, chalrman and chizl execublve officer of Prudential Pinmancial, which helps to
lead bhe commibbes, sald, "We want our kids oo win, not just get on the playing field."

Corsine was asked how he plammed ce change schosling at a time when he savs he wanks bo
lower property taxes. School spanding is said to drive the property-cax rube, as
diatricts spend, and chen turn o homeowns=rs Lo pay the costsa.

"We will fix efficiencies,?® said the governoers, withoub providing delails.

Corzine jumped in eb one point, when accing Rducation Commissionsr Tuoille Dawvy was asked



it soe could shartan school bresks -- guomers primarily -- to help students retain.

"I don't think thakt is an either-or sitnacion, said Coreine, adding, "There iz a big
policy decision, an sconomic decision ... Tt comes with a ocoso.n

gummers of £ gives sludents work experiences, and New Jersey's ssashore economies depend

on that low-wsge gummer help so ofbes renunerabed in tips.

Wich Corzine and Davy avqgquing that Jersey students will compole Los jols asainst

graduaces in far-flung gleobal cornervs, it may be noted that nol many hingh schoolers in
other nations have che three-month summer suspension that Davy acknowleodgod creabes built-
L Lapues.

ro Tnternen check of achool calendars showed thab many systems where U.5. graduases mighr
compate Eor work da ook offer che nine-weoek sumner popularieed heze.

Copyrigib (ol 2008 Ooezan County Chserver. All righks reserwved.



