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W.J. Plang Lo Sbrenglhen High School Standazds Capitoel Wateh Enterins Negeotiatcions?
Turn Lo NJSRA W.J Ulang Lo sStrengthen High School Standasds Feds Geview NOJ.

Request for Change 71% of Bchools Make fdequate Progress N.J. locreases Highly
oualified Teachers NISBA MNews Workshop 2008 Measure Would Outlaw Activicy Feeg Calendar
Click here for a odf wersion of this issue of Sohonl Board Notes Gowv. Jon 8. Oorzine,
state education ang business leaders kicked off an inikiative ta transform New Jerzey's
high schools and to reilse academic expectations for its studencs.

Wiolhor hich schocleors chose bto conlbinue their educablon bhoough colless or enter the
working world, officizls said that chey need Lo gradueale wilh the same skills to succesd
in an economy incressingly driven by cechnology and high-skilled jobs.

Spurred by a 12-menth study cenducted by the

New Jersey High School Redesign Stesring Committes , a cocalition of husiness and
cducabion leadorzs, bthe governcr's announcemenk is gsarsd to spark public awaresness and
guppart for more rigorous high school courscs in wath, scelence and Eoglish. "Every
child deserves to he prepared for a successinl btransiticon to citizenship, college and
work, * gaid Rdwina M. Lee, NISRA erxacutive director and a member of the gtesring
commitTas. “Wew Jarsey high schoels are doing an excellent job for many atudents. Buts
we flave to ensure that we do not lose ground against schools in other states and
Lhroughoub Lhe world. "

While Mew Jersey's high school graduation rates and student achievement rank among
the top in the nation, officials are pushing for tougher standards in response to
educators’ concerns about students neading remedial assiscance at the college lewvel.

Femedial Courses Henneth Endose, president of Cumberland County College, said 40 percenk

ol hig oow full clome students hawe bo take ak least one remedial class,. Aocording to the
stecring comnilies, four-year ilastitubions nalbleowide report thak ebout 40 pezoent te 50
ercent of students nesd some remedial assistCance.

il

Corzins #aid it is the state's "moral ohligation" o equip its high sohiooclers with the
tacls thay nead to build successful liwves that, in tourn, will help businesses and give
the state econamy a much-needed bDoocsk.



Szwte Depactmeal of Educalicon Comelssicnes Lueille E. Doavy zeld high school graduabes
need o solld understanding of the bhasics--asnd beyond.

"We're ralsing the minimom har. " Davy sadld, "this is & bBig chagse, bub it is a chance
that musk take placs.”® '

The state's high scheool raform eiffort will he modeled after che fmerican Diploma
Froject, & networl ol 23 states, includins Mew Jersey, Chat azs working to align
lindurguebes: through grade 1Y corricolum and eiher beochmacks .

Working with Rducators Beginmding in Cotober, Lhe steering committes will hold meclings
winh educacors throughout New Jersey to develop new scrategiss to be enacted ovear che
next few wears. Any changss made in aszsessmenktz, curriculum standards, or the high
school exit zman- which Davy gald iz ook up to par in preparing studsnts tor whas it
Cidees bo ITond an enley-level Job Coday -would have to be approwved by bche state bodrd of
odweal 1o .

"We dont't hawe any other options herve," said Dasse.
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Hew Jersey also 29 working on developing o statewide ztudent database Lo track academic
perlormanoe and students when they swibteh schools--an inibiative adwocaled by NJSBAL

Arthur Ryan, chairman and chief executive officer of Prudential Pinancizl, Inc., who is
part of the atesrving committes salid: "We want our kide to win, not just get on the
plaving fiela.®

Education Commissicnsr Lucille B, Davy addresses the importance of high school retorm.
From lett are Gov. Jon. . Corsine, Cumberland Councy Collesge President Fennstbh ITnoer,
aud Prudenlial Financial, Inc. chalrzman and CES Arthur Byan.



