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Headling: M.J. goal: Upgrading students’ key skills

By TUM BALIDWIN
GARNETT STATR RITEEMAD

TRENTCH -- Wich school bells set to ring, WNew Jarsey leaders want to remake high
sohooiy 2o studencs bound lor caresrs tuning cars and tracking eovernight deliveries will
mzesess the same matl and readiog skills as scholars off te college campuses.

Rur chey shied away from calling for dramalic change in Lhe school calendar, zsuch as
shorsening school breaks, particularly the long suamncrs of[. Shorlor swnoer wvacullons are
common in obther countries; bull the idea has heen resiasted in the Inited Ltates, whers
students and teachers geb two months or morsa aff.

Telling a news econlerence Thusaday that atudents will ke chasing after jobs in a global
markel, OSov. Corsine said: "Ihe compelibion Ia not vour next-door neighbor, It 15 across
the globe

"Inte non oa matcer of if you have a high sclhiool degrec or 2 college dogroc,

Tou have to have thoss cechnical =kills, " said dorsine, hammering homes the notion that a
gbudent 1o wocabilonal and bechnical tracks should now take the same math, Eaglish,
reading and scieace courses as classmakes aiming Eor college and graduate schocl.

He said chey need this to land jobs of the future, oven Lhese ool gpecifically wminked Lor
fancy degrees, such as a repairman, a parts managsr, an assenbhler or even a Cruckexr,

The oflicialy anncunced they plan to gpend the coming months working on 2 gradual
coughening of Wew Jersey’s high school curriculum standards, asssssment tests and
graduaticn requirements to address conccrns sbudenbs ezego't keeping pace with the nation
o the world.

nveiled at the news conference was the New Jersey High Schonl Redesign stesring
Committes, which is made up largely of educataors and business people representing rthe
state Chamber oI CoNmerce.

Puplic will geb a say

Acting Bducaticn Commissioner Lucille Davy saeld Lhe special coomittee will conduct
maatings thronghour che stares with teachers and school officials and hesz Lrom bhe public



Arthur BEyan, chairman and chief executive afficer of Prudentiz)l Financial, sgaid, "wWe want
cur kids to win, not just get on the playing Fisld.»

Corsine and Dowvy sald Lhe plan calls for Hew Jersey tLo work with the Emerican Diploma
Project Melworl, & coaliticn of 23 sblabes dedicatad bo ensuring curricula ans assessments
matah the demands of college and work .

A atudy by the coalition recently determined students need four years of soience, Lor
instance. New Jersey requires cnly thraee years of science conress.

Dawy gald as many as 89 gpercenl of Lresbmen ab some of the state's community collages

] E 5 percent ol the Lreshmel ak some ol the
gtate's four-yaar ool leges vegquiving ar least one remedial classo.

"Thegae mummers are stoggering, and they require our immediabe artencion,” Dawvy said.
i

wWhat will it cosg?

when Corzine was asked how he planned to bhring about improvemsnts in ochools at a Line

when he alsc wants to lowsr property taxes, bhe govarnor satd "We will fix efficiencies,
without providing decalls.

Scheol sponding makes upe Lhe larsest gegment ob municipal property tax rakbes.

CTorzine jumped in at one point when Dawy wes ashod aboo: ghorber school bresks -- suwmesr

in
primarily -- oo help students retain knowledge,

"I don't think that is an either-or situarion," said Jorzine. "Thare ie a bhig polizy
decision, an sconomic decizion. . . . It comes with a oost. "

Scmmer wacabion nives glodenls work experiences, particularly at the Shors, whers
buginesses depend on seascnal help. Sul Davy ackoowledsed bthet baking nine weeks off from
Tearning orsates built-in lapees.

An Internet check of school calendars arcund the world showed that Russia has a nine-week
gummesr breal, Moxioo and Chins have seven-week breaks and The Fhilippines, France and
Japan hawe six weeks off. Soubh Alricae has an eight-week summer break over Christmas,
with two weeks off in July, the Zoulhern Hewmlzphers's midwinbsr.

The hssociated Preass contributed to this story.
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