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New Jersey High School Redesign Steering Comimittee

Staf[@_io look at revising
high school standards
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TREMTOMN - New Jersev high school students
need more science, mathemalics and technology edu-
cation, even il they plan to go right to work instead ol
college, state officials said Thursday as they unveiled
plans to rework high school requirements.

Goy, Jon 8, Corzine and education officials an-

nounced they plan to spend the coming months work- -

_ing on a gradual toughening of New Jersey's high
school carriculum standards, assessment tests and
gradualion requirements to address concerns New Jer-
sev isn't keeping pace wilh the nation or the world.

“Tust graduating isn'tenough,” Corzine said. ™ We

now have a global economy. We live in a world where
vour competition is not your next-door neighbor.”
" Whatever is decided, Bducation Commissioner
Lucille Davy said the changes will affect all students,
whether or not they plan Lo’ further their education af-
ter graduation. .

“College prep and work prep are now the same
thing,” Thvy said. _

Corzine and Davy said the plan calls for New
Jersey to work with the American Diploma Project
Metwork, a coalilion of 23 states dedicated to ensur-

 ing curricula and assessmenty match the demands of
college and work.

A sty by Lhe coalition recently determined stu-
dents need four yeats of science, for inslance, Mew Jer-
sey requires only three years of science courses.

Davy noted that while New Jersey students must
take four years of physical education, they need to
only take three years of science and mathematics to
E;ra'r_i wate, 0 '

She said as many as 30 percent of freshmen at some

of the state’s community colleges require remedial ed-
ucation, with as many as 50 percent of Lhe freshmen at
sume of the state’s lour-yvear colleses requiring al least
one remedial class, e X

“These numbers are staggering and they require
our rmmediate attention,” Davy said,

Corzine said changes will be implemented sradu-
ol : .

“We will work to make sure this is rolled out over
the next several years,” he said. ““Tt will not be an im
mediate revolution.” '

One reason for thal, Davy said, is to protect against
pushing students who may drop out when faced with
tougher standards.

“That's another one ol our challenges,” she said.

Davy said extending the school year hasn’t been
discussed as an option, but could be considered, The
governor wasn't enthused by that idea,

Hocomes with a cosl” he said, arguing Lhe state
needs to inslead focus on raising its curriculum stan-
dards and offering improved after-school and sum-
mer school programs,

Davy said the a special committee formed to con-

+ sider changes plans to hold meetirigs throughout the
state with teachers and school offivials and hear {rom

the public as relorms are conisidered.
About 90 percent of the state’s high school fresh-
men graduate from high school, and about 60 percent

of them go to college, according to national education
stalistics.



