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Future New Jetsey hich school students
eoild be regquired to tale — and be tested on
— specific covrses of study such as geometry,
Amerivan lterature and biology ander o plan
Cirry, Jom Onrsine presented yesterdasy,

Baying oo many of Loday's graduates are
unprepared for eollege or by modern work-
place, Corzine led a group of educalion and
husiness leaders fo present ihe plan for
strengthening the state's hisgh school reguire-
tretits in its main subjoct areas.

Such demands in all of the stabe's 200-phus
high sehools gee likely years away, but the plan
could inchude specifie mandated courses and

new state festing with cach class to ensure the
rnaterial is learned, they said.

Currently, studenis are only regquired to
fake a sel number of years in Faplish, mith,
sienae and ofher ourses,

T i abeolutely essential to malce sure our
hiph school standards and efforts ore alizned
with the real world that we ve in today and
the challenges of the 21st century” Cozine
sa0d in the Statehose presenlation,

The proposal s moodeled alter o national
program known ws Lhe American Diploma Proj-
eed thal bas been gigned in principle by more
Lisar 20 states,

Laying ont & core of specifie skills and
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Corzine wants to strengthen
high school requiremenis

knowledze every student should
have, the peoject was the brain-
chilil of # group of governors anc
buginess  groups  worried  about
United States students’ reediocrs
standing infernaiionally and the
potential itmpact on the nation's
SEOTINNT,

Lioeally, the president of Cume-
barland Counly Cobllege said yester-
day that 80 pereent of his fill-time
gtudents require remedial clazses
hefore they can stat exming cred-
its, Business leaders said even low-
level jobs are requiting hicher level
math or eovnmumication sidlls,

“We are not experts in educa-
fiony, bt we know what 18 reguited
to be successiol in business,” said
Arthur Ryan, chairmoan and chief
executive of Prudential Pinancial,
“Thiz iz what it will take to not
simply mef o jobh, but to he success-
fial in i

Yot with any such plans come :

short-term worries that redsing the
rigoe of courge work and Lesting in
the high schools will drive mom
studeniz Lo drop oul, especially in
urban istricts whers as many &5 4
third or more of students already
dor’t graduate. -

A nationa! report released this
week by the Cenfer on Education
Policy in Washington, D.C., said
atates erg slowing down — and in
AUMIE CcRSeR oving sway — feam
raguiring studeants o Lake an exil,
pram 0 praduate, oub of fear il
cotld heiphten dropout profiems,

“That iz another one of our
challenees ™ sald actine Education
Comunissioner Lueille Davy sesier-
day. “And that is why it would be
Ineramerdal change and oé requir-
ing immediate adherence to these
benehrnarks,

STaat i 33 our beliel Lhat sl ghil-
dren ean dchisve this way a8 long
as we, a5 adults, do our jobs.” she
said,

Others also stressed that many
of Mow Jorses's students dlready
reach these levels, espeeially with
citlleges  demanding the oourse
WOk

“For districts thar are now oper-
aling &t a high level, this will not be
an issue” seid Bdwing Lo, exect-
tive direclor of the New Jerscy
Behonl Boeands Association, “Bub
diztricts still strugpling to address

not only Lheir dropouts bub those
whn are ot engaged i what They
have oow ... this beging that dis-
eI

Offieials said the ficst step 5 In
revigwing and rovising the state’s
core-curriouwlum standards, & pro-
cess that is likely S0 take at least a
voar, MNeeded changes to middie
and clomentary schools, as well the
state’s claborate testing system,
would take longer than that.

A steering eommities chaired
by Corzine and Ryan plans a series
of public meetinegs in the next sev-
eral months to further diseuzs the
proposal, starting, with feachers
and other educators in early Gelo-
ber,

The state hoard of edueslion
also will he a key forum, as il will
have to approve any changes Lo Lha
gtate's standards and esling sys-
fem

The hoard sheeady agreed to
phase oub Lhe slale's aliemative
high schoo] exam that each year
provides & filth of the state’s gradu-
ates 4 back door around the state’s
harder slandand test, But even thad
smealler move has prompted wor-
res in districts that shudents eom-
pleling all other high school re-
guirernents would no longer have a
safaty net.

“This work is & Jgsaw puzzle,
and we need to look at a nmber of
issnes,” sald state board President
Amold Hymdman, “But [ dont
think the answer is bo push back
on this. The resl of the world =o'
pushing baek”
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