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Governor Corzins, NI High School Redesign Stesring Commictees Outline Heform ELforbs
TRENTON - SGeevsznor Jon 3. Corzine and menbers of the New Jersey High School Redesian
SLogrling Coumibbes, & public private partnership, today outlined reform afforts to bettrar
prepare students Lo succocd in a global economy. The efforcs are designed ko keach ths
necesgary Skills to both studenta who go on bo college and those entering the workplace
within the first three years out of high school . Moewnbwezs of the higher sducaticn and
ginsss comminitias joining Governor Corzine at a SLatehouse press confersnce sannounced
their endorsement of the Amarican Diploma Project (A0 benchmarks, which are standaods
for what high schesl graduates cught to know as they enter either the workplace or go

ol bo higher educakbion,

"doing Lo college is leportant and I strongly encourage all Wew Jersey's students o
pursue higher education," sald Governor Corsine. "Bub no matber what our high scheel
students plan to do after their graduation, we have a moral cbhbligablon and vested
economic interest in equipoing students with the tools to bulild sueccessful Iives "

Blge speaking ab bhe event werpe Acbing EBducation Ceommissioner Lucille Dawvy; Frudential
Financial Chairman and CEO Archuar ¥, Ryan; Susan A, Cole, president of Montclair State
University; and Ken Endsr, president, Cunlberland Councy College.

Dawy said the Departmant of Rducation will begin work teo eansure Lhab high scheool
courses in Hew Jersew mest the ADP standards, with some adjustments to meeb the stale's
wepe curriculum content standards. She said the state plans to raise awareness about
Lhese chenges, particularly with parents, sbouc the need bo implement a more rigorous
high school cducalioon.

"T'd Like to thank the higher education and buginess comnunities for all of their work to
align student's educatiomal experiences with Lhe neceds of 4 rapidly chansing world
economy, ' said Davy. "By working together, this diverse group of stakesholders will help
ensure that all Mew Jersey students are preparad with che gkills Lhoy noed bo ba



re -
Summil o Hish Schools, conpleted a review of hign school courses and creaced a rilan
kEooalign ourriculums with Lhe needs of businesses and higher edecation.

"Years ago, a strong back and a willlng heart were encugh to allow a person Lo make a
decent liwving,® said REvan, a compibbce oo chalr. "Today, & person’s sbility Lo use his
broin will determine his success. What's more, iU has been determined by ewsensive
educalional rescarch thatb students, whethsr going on Lo pol lege or directly into the
workforce, neced Lhe saowe skills co succeed ot

Altheugh Wew Jersey lsads the nallon In high scheol graduacion rates, only 25% of
these sraduates g on to earn 3 colleose diploma. Citing alarming rates of romedizl
cducabion and craining needed after high school Lor many students, leadars Trom Now
Jorsey's higher sducation and business communitics codorsed the ADP benchmavks. These
benchrarics outline speciflic content and skills 4n English and wathematics chat graduaces
mist mastar by the time they ledave high scheel in order to succeed in postsecondary
educaticn or high-performances, high-srowkh jobs.

|
New Jersey iz a member of che ADP Wetwork, a cealibion of 23 stakes dedicated ro
aliogning K12 cuzriculum, standards, asseesswments, and acoountanilicy policias with the
demands of xoaund wozl.

"We shemld not waste cime debabing whether or not ko set ohallenging slandards for
students, " said Ools. "We should spend gur bime doing what is mecesgary Lo prepore
students ro meet thair challenging fulurgs. "

"We onsed Lo align our expectations for a hish school diploma with our expectations for
entry-lovel, Lomlly-sustaining jobs,* said FEnder. "Students pursuing post-secondary
education also need a cigercus high scheel esperience o moch Lhe cxpectations of the
highar education communicy.”

The Governor also serres as co-chair of Lhe Stesring Commitbes, which plans a sbatewide
conversaticon on high scheol improvement Lhrough twe series of meatings across New
Jersey. The first set of meetings will take place in early October for ceachers and
educational adwinistzators. A second set of open-to-the-public mestings for parants,
atudents, communily menbers, and other educatiomal stakeholders will take place in early
Decenbar. To register Lo altend o mesting, visit the Committee's official website at

www.njhighschoclawmit.org . Members of Lhe Committes include the New Jersay Deparlomenl
of Bducation (NJDOE), Wew Jersey Frincipals and Supervisors Associatiem (NIPSA), New
Jursey School Doards Asscclation (MISRA), Mew Jersey Bduceation Asscciation (WIEA),

the Business Coalition for Bducaticnal Excellence (BCEE] ot the New Jersey Chanber

af Commerce, MNew Jersey Cownlssion on Higher Education, New Jersey United for Higher
Scheal =mtandards (NJU), New Joersey Presidents' douncil, and Montelair Stake

Univarsity. The Commictes supporls Lhe work begun ab the National Educabion Summit on
High Schosls held in Washingtan, DO in February 2005.
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