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State to look at revising high
School sc1ence math standards

MNew JE':I J&,y hlgh school sfudents
need more science, mathemaltics and
techriology education, even'if they
‘plan toogo right to worl insteaid of
college, slate officials said Iast weel

as they unveiled plans to rvwnrk hizh

school requirements.

: Gov, Jon 5. Corzing and eclw:a-
tior officials . ammunu:d they plan to

spend the coming months working on

a gradual toughening of New Jersey's ~
ligh school curriculum standards,

aSscssment tests and gradualion re-
qunement* to address concerns New

Jersey isn't keeping pace w:th Ehi rm—["

Lion or the waorld,

“lust gladuah]lg o7 o+
- Corzine said. “We now have a Er]nbal
economy. We live in a world where
your competltmn Is not 'vour nex’r—
door neighbor”

Whatever is decided,
Commissioner Lucille Davy
the changes will affect all studenls,
whether or not they plan fo further
their education after graduation.

“College prep and work prep arc
now the same thing,” Davy said.

Corzine and Davy said the plan -
calls for Mew Jersey to work with the .
American Diploma Project Netwaorlk,~
a coalition of 23 states dedicated Lo -
ATEUTING - curricula and a%w%mvni‘sf"
‘match ’rh{= demands of college and

work,

A study by the cealition recently
" determined students need four ears
of science, for instance. New jersey
requires only three years of science
COUrses.

Davy noted that while New Jer-
sey students must take four vears of
physical education, they need to ondy
take three years ol science and math-

210 ueri'l i

emams to Drm]uah-' -

She said as many as 80 pern ent of
Iréshmen at%ome of the state’s com-
munity colleges require remedial ed-
ucation; with:as many as 50 perreu’r
of the [reshmen af some of the state's

four-year colleges requiring at Ieast

one remedial class,

“These numbers are staggermg
and they requirc our 11‘[L|:1r.--:]u-l’ri:‘ at-
Lmtmn,” Davy said.

“Lorzing said changzes will be im-

-plemented gradually. -

“We will work to make sﬁrc Lhis

is rolled out over the next several .

vears,” he said. "It will not be an im-
mediate revolution.”

- Ume reason for that, Davy said, is
oy protect againsl pushing students
who may drop out when faced with

) tuuirh:-'r standards,
Education -
maid..

“"That's anather one Df our chal-
lenges,” she said.

Davy said extending the scliool
vear hasn't been discussed as an op-
hu»n,,; but could be considered. The

erfior“wasn’t enthused by Lhat

It comes with a cost,” he saud, ar-
gumg the state needs to instead [ocus

Ton raising its curriculum standards
cand’ offering improved alter-schouol

and sumiher school programs.
Davy said the a special commit-
tee formed to consider changes plans

‘to hold meetings throurhont the state:

~with teachers and school afficials and

hear from the public as reforms are |
considered. -

About 90 percent of the state’s

high school freshmen graduate (rom

high school, and about 60 percent of

them go to college, according to na-

tional education statistics,



